
PUBLIC ACTS, 2013 SESSION

NO. 84. An act relating to modifying the requirements for hemp production in the State
of Vermont.

(S.157)

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. chapter 34 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 34. R.DUSFT . HEMP

§ 561. FINDINGS; INTENT
(a) Findings.

(1) Hemp has been continuously cultivated for millennia, is accepted and available in
the global marketplace, and has numerous beneficial, practical, and economic uses, including:
high-strength fiber, textiles, clothing, bio-fuel. paper products, protein-rich food containing
essential fatty acids and amino acids, biodegradable plastics, resins, nontoxic medicinal and
cosmetic products. construction materials. rope. and value-added crafts.

(2) The many agricultural and environmental beneficial uses of hemp include: live-
stock feed and bedding, stream buffering, erosion control, water and soil purification, and
weed control.

(3) The hemp plant, an annual herbaceous plant with a long slender stem ranging in
height from four to 15 feet and a stem diameter of one-quarter to three-quarters of an inch
is morphologically distinctive and readily identifiable as an agricultural crop grown for the
cultivation and harvesting of its fiber and seed.

(4) Hemp cultivation will enable the State of Vermont to accelerate economic growth
and job creation, promote environmental stewardship. and expand export market opportuni-
ties.

(b) Purpose. The intent of this aet chapter is to establish policy and procedures for growing
indt-sttia hemp in Vermont so that farmers and other businesses in the Vermont agricultural
industry can take advantage of this market opportunity when fc&J ..... latuio s pei.. .

§ 562. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) "Grower" means.... person otbsiness e tity, licnsed under thi, chapter by the
seetaas an ius, em growerD eleted.

(2) "Hemp products" means all products made from industria hemp, including but-not
limited to cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, paint, paper, particle board construction materials,
plastics, seed, seed meal, seed oil, and certified seed for cultivation if such seed$.......
from ind stia ..... v-arie....... .-

(3) "ndstrial va, ieties of the planit canisb3 sativa havinig no m!tan

0.3 pecent tetrahydroiannabinel, vbhethpi~~nnt that ar cultivated 'on posse by
a lis .. p .... with this chap... "Hemp" means the plant Cannabis sativa
L. and any part of the plant, whether growing or not, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol con-
centration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis.

(4) "Secretary" means the sceta of ,,ce ,,re , fod and mar,1kets Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Food and Markets.
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§ 563. W ,U,,oSTR HEMP: AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT
industrial-hemp Hemp is an agricultural product which may be grown as a crop, produced,

possessed, and commercially traded in Vermont pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
The cultivation of hemp shall be subject to and comply with the requirements of the accepted
agricultural practices adopted under section 4810 of this title.

§ 564. LICENSNG; APPLICATION REGISTRATION ADMINISTRATION
(a) Anliy person orbuies nttywshn to enagage in the prouction of indtfiol hem

mus be. bene as anidusra hem1 p-pw by the scretwy. A lies fte the. sertr
shall authoize industial Ii pv...ivu Imly It . r stes s by the liuc.n

(1) A licens froi thl ecr try hall be valid fo 24 m.ontis from the date of issuaIe. aU
maiy be renwe'd but shall not be. trmfeable.

(c)(1) The. sctary shall obtain fi-om th Vermont criinial informaton cete a reor o

CA1ii.t'ifl-w i V'.--AL.I-it a-iva Ih~ii
" 
ju i .i JC, iU-i kJ" ay ap LI',.~ j (0r j ii~iS WfO i(4 a g,~ii

wrtten authiz.lationJ1 on the application fcbim, The. se t shjall file a use agemetwth

and policie regulting the rees of e, imjinal eortivtiojj i eo and the prtcto of indi-
vidual piva y Co rc s i~li& p, rui&d tu thc scretary unlde w tf .ae confidential

and shall be. used only, to deterine the applieat's elgiility fbr licenure,~
(2) A pe, son who has beie v icted in Vemn o if a f o offense ot a co1 pa F able

(dU) WhenFI aplyinglll JUI a license lfro tIheI secrtary anFIL alicn shIJI aIIllL prvide1 nformatLion III

sufficient to de.onstate to the secretary that the ... atintends... g and .i .b o.
-I .¢II lllUtrialll hemplt in' ae,.,oUdalIe wOgith tis ehlapteI l~.l whih a a mlltInimunt~ sha ll l Fude.

(1) fling with the secretary a set of eassfiable figep it an rtten athriat
perm~JIiittng the~~ Vermont etiminl iiifbnniatX.n cenjtCA , tognit a cor1~d of covition~ a~s
riredIF b y subdivision (cv)() of tis section.

(2) Fili with the secretay d en. tation ceri.f. that teL seeds obtaine - ot
plantig are ofatp and vaiety comh 1 nt with the manmffati of tetraliydio-
eamibinoA set forth in sudvso 560(3) oftjis chp

(3) Filing with the secretary the kati and ~a ofall cswn and oth fied
reference infcimation a may be required by the seertr.

(e) To qualify for licnse om the secta y,a applicant shall demostate to the stis-

fato o~f the secretary that thec applicant has adpe methods to enur the legal prdcto
ofidsra hemp~, which at a minim~umi shall include:

(1) Ensuring tha~.t all parts of the industia hemIp plant that do not enter the str a o

disposed-oF
(2) Maitaing reeords that reflect compiane with the prvsin ofthis chapter and

(f,~~~ 11 ma~ h~intain all pro~ductionl and sales recrds fo at least three ye.ars.

(g)Illa EveryIllIII groe shll low UFindusil Uhtrip cros,F thogotsoig.

harvst strae an~d proeesiuig, to be inpeted by wid at the~ diseretio of the secrtaryo

his or he, deine
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(a) A person who intends to grow hemp shall register with the Secretary and submit on a
form provided by the Secretary the following:

(1) the name and address of the person:
(2) a statement that the seeds obtained for planting are of a type and variety that do not

exceed the maximum concentration of tetrahydrocannabinol set forth in subdivision 562(3)
of this title: and

(3) the location and acreage of all parcels sown and other field reference information
as may be required by the Secretary.

(b) The form provided by the Secretary pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall
include a notice statement that, until current federal law is amended to provide otherwise:

(A) cultivation and possession of hemp in Vermont is a violation of the federal
Controlled Substances Act, and

(B) federal prosecution for growing hemp in violation of federal law may include
criminal penalties, forfeiture of property. and loss of access to federal agricultural benefits.
including agricultural loans, conservation programs, and insurance programs.

(c) A person registered with the Secretary pursuant to this section shall allow hemp crops.
throughout sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and processing, to be inspected and
tested by and at the discretion of the Secretary or his or her designee.

(d) The Secretary may assess an annual registration fee of $25.00 for the performance of
his or her duties under this chapter.

§ 565. REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION OF LICENSE, ENFORCEMENT
(a) TFhecrty may de,sun, reoe or reftis to rnwthe. lies of~ an r

wher
(1) Makes a faise sttmn iWi~~Sttation on an appication fora licenseI or

(2) Fails to comply wi th mt violates an poiin of this chapte ox any rule adopt
underi.

ties impos I a for a violatin o~f any other stt law.
[Repealed.]

§ 566. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
The secretary shal Secretary may adopt rules to provide for the implementation of this

chapter, which sha may include rules to a-wio reguirefortli useW hemp to be tested dur-
ing growth for tetrahydrocannabinol levels and to allow-for require inspection and supervision
of the industrial hemp during sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and processing. The
Secretary shall not adopt under this or any other section a rule that would prohibit a person to
grow hemp based on the legal status of hemp under federal law.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4201(15) is amended to read:

(15) "Marijuana" means any plant material of the genus eannabis Cannabis or any
preparation, compound, or mixture thereof except-

(A) sterilized seeds of the plant an4;
(a) fiber produced from the stalks;_; or
(C) hemp or hemp products. as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 562.
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Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 424 1(b) is amended to read:

(b) This subchapter shall not apply to any property used or intended for use in an offense
involving two ounces or less of marijuana or in connection with hemp or hemp products as
defined in 6 V.S.A. § 562.

Sec. 4. 2008 Acts and Resolves No. 212, Sec. 3 is amended to read:

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect upon passage, exccpt that thecretary shal lt not issue a ,,
to gitw iiidustiial Lep pursuanit tu Cha . ter 34 of Tt 1 ; untl th c Un~it,, States Congrelss

amnd the definition of '4narihttana2' for the pupoe ofthe ECotrolled Substnces Act (21i
U.S.C. 802(16)) othe Unitd States dru enfbrcentet agnc mnnds it itertato Of the
exstn deiito in a mane afb ga applian~t asonable exetto that a permit

togo industril hemp may be issue in acodac with par e ofchapte. 13 ofTtle 21 0t
... .. i V- .fl-- i f ] - -: --- _ .s... b .. . 99 --Lt--%. L . ... . .... . VYL - t" A*140V11141 *-.fl ..... A -- t[,f

the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ pl.,~ Unte tae Eoe nottdo tedrgenocee t , gen ,,.tak affi mt ie stepsto

r ~0........ ... ... ... . . .. .... ... .. ..0.. . ....... ....~ C. ..... . .. ... . 2 1

state.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Approved: June 10, 2013
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