Ch. 415 LAWS OF NEW YORK

POLICE—DISTRICTS—AMENDMENTS
CHAPTER 415
S. 4125-A

Approved and effective November 11, 2015

AN ACT to amend the Nassau county civil divisions act, in relation to the Port
Washington police district

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Article 2 of title 3 of chapter II of section 1 of chapter 273 of the laws of
1939 constituting the Nassau county civil divisions act is amended by adding a new sec-
tion 320.0 to read as follows:

§ 320.0 Application of section 67 of the town law. The provisions of section 67 of the
town law shall govern the presentation of claims actions against the district.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

MEDICAL CARE AND TREATMENT—MARIJUANA
CHAPTER 416
A. 7060

Approved and effective November 11, 2015

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to expedited access to medical
marihuana in certain cases

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Legislature hereby finds and declares
it necessary to establish an emergency program to provide appropriate medical
marihuana for certain patients whose serious condition is progressive and degenerative
or for whom delay in the patient’s certified medical use of marihuana poses a serious
risk to the patient’s life or health, and that emergency action is needed before the full
medical marihuana program established under title V-A of article 33 of the public
health law is implemented, to protect the life and health of these patients.

§ 2 Section 3360 of the public health law is amended by adding a new subdivision
18 to read as follows:

18. “Special certification” means a special certification made under subdivision six of
section thirty-three hundred sixty-one of this title.

§ 3. Section 3361 of the public health law is amended by adding a new subdivision 9
to read as follows:

9. (a) A certification may be a special certification if, in addition to the other require-
ments for a certification, the practitioner certifies in the certification that the patient’s
serious condition is progressive and degenerative or that delay in the patient’s certified
medical use of marihuana poses a serious risk to the patient’s life or health.

(b) The department shall create the form to be used for a special certification and
shall make that form available to be downloaded from the department’s website.

§ 4. Section 3363 of the public health law is amended by adding a new subdivision
16 to read as follows:

16. The commissioner shall make regulations for special certifications, which shall
include expedited procedures and which may require the applicant to submit additional

documentation establishing the clinical basis for the special certification. If the depart-
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ment has not established and made available a form for a registry application or re-
newal application and determined the application fee if any, or established and made
available a form for a registry application or renewal application and determined the ap-
plication fee for a special certification, then in the case of a special certification, a regis-
try application or renewal application that otherwise conforms with the requirements of
this section shall not require the use of a form or the payment of an application fee.

§ 5. The public health law is amended by adding a new section 3365—a to read as
follows:

§ 3365-a. Expedited registration of registered organizations

1. There is hereby established in the department an emergency medical marihuana
access program (referred to in this section as the “program”) under this section. The
purpose of the program is to expedite the availability of medical marihuana to avoid suf-
fering and loss of life, during the period before full implementation of and production
under this title, especially in the case of patients whose serious condition is progressive
and degenerative or is such that delay in the patient’s medical use of marihuana poses a
serious risk to the patient’s life or health. The commissioner shall implement the
program as expeditiously as practicable, including by emergency regulation.

2. The department shall begin accepting and acting on applications under this sec-

tion for registered organizations as soon as practicable after the effective date of this
section.

3. For the purposes of this section, and for specified limited times, the commissioner
may waive or modify the requirements of this article relating to registered organiza-
tions, consistent with the legislative intent and purpose of this title and this section.
Where an entity seeking to be a registered organization under the program operates in a
jurisdiction other than the state of New York, under licensure or other governmental
recognition of that jurisdiction, and the laws of that jurisdiction are acceptable to the
commissioner as consistent with the legislative intent and purpose of this title and this
section, then the commissioner may accept that licensure or recognition as wholly or
partially satisfying the requirements of this title, for purposes of the registration and
operation of the registered organization under the program and this section.

4. In considering an application for registration as a registered organization under
this section, the commissioner shall give preference to the following:
(a) an applicant that is currently producing or providing or has a history of producing

or providing medical marihuana in another jurisdiction in full compliance with the laws
of the jurisdiction;

(b) an applicant that is able and qualified to both produce, distribute, and dispense
medical marihuana to patients expeditiously;

(¢c) an applicant that proposes a location or locations for dispensing by the registered
organization, which ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that certified patients with a
special certification have access to a registered organization.

5. The commissioner may make regulations under this section:

(a) limiting registered organizations registered under this section to serving patients
with special certifications;

(b) limiting the allowable levels of cannabidiol and tetrahydrocannabinol that may be
contained in medical marihuana authorized under the program, based on therapeutics
and patient safety.

6. A registered organization under this section may apply under section thirty-three
hundred sixty-five of this title to receive or renew registration.

§ 6. Section 3369-b of the public health law, as added by chapter 90 of the laws of
2014, is amended to read as follows:

§ 3369-b. Effective date

Registry identification cards or registered organization registrations shall be issued or
become effective no later than eighteen months from signing or until such time as the
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commissioner and the superintendent of state police certify that this title can be
implemented in accordance with public health and safety interests, whichever event
comes later. Prior to making a general certification under this section, the commissioner
and the superintendent of state police may make a certification limited to accommodat-

ing expedited access for patients with special certifications and for registered organiza-

tions under the emergency medical marihuana access program under section thirty-
three hundred sixty-five-a of this title.

§ 7. This act shall take effect immediately, provided however, that the amendments
to title 5—-A of article 33 of the public health law made by sections two through six of this
act shall not affect the expiration and repeal of such title and shall expire and be deemed
repealed therewith.

MEDICAL CARE AND TREATMENT—MARIJUANA—
CERTIFICATES AND CERTIFICATION

CHAPTER 417
A. 8258

Approved November 11, 2015, effective as provided in section 2

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to a special certification for use of
medical marihuana

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 18 of section 3360 of the public health law as added by a
chapter of the laws of 2015 amending the public health law relating to expedited access
to medical marihuana in certain cases, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.5086
and A.7060, is amended to read as follows:

18. “Special certification” means a special certification made under subdivision six
nine of section thirty-three hundred sixty-one of this title.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same manner as a chapter
of the laws of 2015 amending the public health law relating to expedited access to medi-
cal marihuana in certain cases, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.5086 and
A.7060, takes effect.

HEALTH AND SANITATION—CRIME VICTIMS—SEX
OFFENSES

CHAPTER 418
A. 86

Approved and effective November 20, 2015

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to health care and wellness educa-
tion and outreach programs for victims of sex offenses or victims of child pornography
promotion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 207 of the public health law is amended by adding
a new paragraph (k) to read as follows:

(k) The availability of individual, family and group counseling programs, education
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